




















River Otter Body Parts and Adaptations

Eyes - On top of head so otter
can see when swimming on
surface. Eyes can also change
shape to compensate for

seeing under water

Nose - Nostrils can be
closed to keep water
out. Sense of smell
helps otters find food
on land.

Teeth - Sharp, for

catching and holding
fish and other prey

Whiskers (also called
vibrissae) - Detect
motion underwater.
Help otters feel
surroundings in dark
dens

Voice - “Chuckling”
sounds help otters
communicate to
each other

Heart - Beat
can be slowed
during a dive to
conserve
oxygen, so
otters can stay
underwater for
upto 8
minutes

Ears - Small and on top of
head. Can be closed to keep
water out when swimming

Claws - Catch and
hold food. Also for
digging out dens.

Thick fur - 156,00 hairs
per square inch, provides
insulation.

Brown fur - Helps
camouflage animal in woods,
and is less visible in water

Tail - Long and
muscular. Serves as
rudder for steering
and for swimming
power

Scent glands -
Located under tail.
Used to mark
territory.
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Feet - Webbing

between toes Body shape - -Streamlined body
pushes more water shape reduces resistance in
as otters paddle water





